v himself ;bef0re<r the image in an ecstasy-of mystic   fervour,
4 prayingan language,   that might have   been   adopted from
'the  forig bf Simeon,   that he   might at   length be released
from  ttte  Bbnds   of   earthly  'life    and"' permitted    again
., to wprship   ^t   the , sacred   feet   pn   the   holy hill.     No
-sooner  .had   he   offered   this   prayer' than   Siva   Peruinaii,
.addressing   all   the   gods,   bade them   in glad   procession
proceed to. earth and .placing ^.Sundarar on a white elephant
conduct !riirn to Paradise/ This was accordingly done.   Ail
the heavenly hosts surrounded him.    He was mounted upon
an   elephant;   and   with   the sound of all   kinds of music,
amid   the praises of vall the gods,   and   showers of flowers
from the sky, he was conducted along the  celestial way to
Kailasam.   Meanwhile the chief his friend returning saw the
wondrous procession making its way through the sky,  and
"immediately mounting his royal charger  breathed   into   its
ear,   the  'mystic five    syllables'.     Forthwith   the   charger
•sprang into the skies, overtook the  elephant on which the
saint was riding, and led the way. to the 'silver hilt*.    AH
the choice warriors of the kingdom seeing their master taken
from their sight fell upon  their   swords,   and leaving their
.earthly bodies   at   onc.e   received   the heavenly, shapes   of
heroes, and so preceding their master waited at the gate of
Paradise to welcome him and do him service.   So the whole
company went on, the saint.stiil chanting his inspired song.
-At length at the:sacred  gates the sage \vas   admitted,   but
his friend and attendants' remained "outside.    Sivan received
his faithful 'c'evotee and friend with   warm   welcome.   The
sage, bowing at his feet, said "The  fault  which   banished
me froip hence and consigned me to an embodied existence
'is forgiven, aiixi once more thou-dost admit   me   to   share
thy joy wkh thee!''-   H* then represented, the   case of thename was                     I
